The relations were defined from data at the gaged sites but they may be used to estimate flood magnitudes at ungaged sites by solving the equations using data on basin characteristics for the ungaged site. Basin characteristics used in the equations may be evaluated simply from topographic maps and other maps in this report.
To aid in more complete flood assessment, information is presented in the maximum flood flows recorded or observed on Montana streams.
Hydrologic definitions
Hydrologic terms and concepts used in this report:
1.
Cubic feet per second (ft 3 /s).--One ft 3 /s is the rate of discharge of a stream having a cross-sectional area of 1 square foot and an average velocity of 1 foot per second.
One ft 3 /s equals 0.646 million U.S. gallon per day, 449 gallons per minute, or 0.02832 cubic metre per second.
2.
Continuous-record gaging station. --A site on a stream where stage and discharge data are obtained continously over a period of time.
3.
Crest-stage partial-record gaging station. A site on a stream where flood peak data only are collected systematically over a period of years.
4.
Skew coefficient.--^, measure of the non-symmetry of the probability distribution of annual flood peaks and a measure of curvature in the flood-frequency relation.
5.
Recurrence interval. --The average interval of time, in years, within which the given flood event is expected to be equaled or exceeded once. The reciprocal of the recurrence interval is the probability of occurrence during any year.
(A 50-year flood, QCQ, has a 2 percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.)
Recurrence intervals imply no regularity of occurrence;
a 50-year flood event might be exceeded in consecutive years, or it might not be exceeded in a 100-year period. s-°s -°s -°s -°s -°s -°. 
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Regional skew
The use of regional average skew coefficients (Hardison, 1974; Beard, 1974) 840 5,890 9,190 1911 1913-17 1919 1923-24 1927 1929-30 1961-67 
